Biology Course Guidelines 
	
	Ms Beneducci
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	908-689-0122

	
	Room 22
	E-mail
	beneduccim@warrennet.org


Text:

Holt Biology 2008 Edition 
Description:

This course is designed to allow students to understand the natural world around them by learning the fundamental organization of biological systems. Inquiry activities will be utilized to foster the development of scientific reasoning (a logical approach to a problem utilizing a step methodology to consider all factors involved and the possible outcomes when different factors are manipulated). Labs will provide a hands-on learning experience that encourages observation, record-keeping and succinct writing skills. This class will prepare students to succeed on the NJ End of Course Biology exam, which tests students not only on their knowledge of biology, but also on their reasoning and analytical ability in the subject of life science. This test replaces the Science HSPA for graduation requirements and is MANDATORY for graduation
Goals:

Students, upon successful completion of the class, will be able to 
· Understand how the scientific method is used universally and in many different areas as a problem-solving resource.
· Know, use and interpret scientific explanations of the natural world;

· Generate and evaluate scientific evidence and explanations;

· Understand the nature and development of scientific knowledge; and

· Participate productively in scientific practices and discourse.
Materials Needed:

3 ring binder (2 or 3 inch)
1 pocket folder 
One pack of lined index cards

Colored pencils for diagrams/homework coloring sheets (at least 8 colors)
Evaluation:

Student grades will be assessed using the following criteria:

Tests: 30%
Quizzes: 20%
Homework: 30%

Labs/ Class Activities: 10% 
Class Participation: 10%
A cumulative final will be given which will account for 20% of the final course grade.
Criteria for Assessments:

Tests: will be based on the chapter covered. It will be a combination of multiple choice, problem solving and essay questions. A review is provided for all chapters in the notebook provided.
Quizzes: will be based on a single chapter. Not every chapter will have a quiz. The questions on the quiz are multiple choice and are based on End of Course test questions to provide students with the opportunity to prepare for the NJ exam. Vocabulary quizzes will be given approximately once a week and require memorization. The notebook provides the lists of vocabulary at the beginning of the marking period, so if your child has difficulty memorizing material, I suggest you encourage your child to study in advance.
 Labs/Activities/Projects: are given throughout each marking period to reinforce key concepts and to encourage exploratory reasoning. Formal labs must follow the format provided and will not be graded on the success or failure of the lab, but on the successful completion of the given procedures during lab, as well as the analysis of the results. Projects will be given as needed to allow students to use a more autonomous learning technique. Some projects will be in a group and/or in-class setting. In-class activities will be used to encourage students to employ a hands-on approach to science. These activities will be graded based on a student’s involvement during the actual activity as well as a formative graded assessment in which the student will use journaling skills.  Rubrics will be provided to students when the assignment is given. All students are given a clean up grade of 75%. Points are added and subtracted based on performance of required clean-up tasks.
Class Participation: will be determined by adding or subtracting points from the 75% that each student is given at the beginning of each marking period. Points are added for answering questions, performing well in lab and assisting other students. Points will be subtracted for not bringing required materials, not following safety procedures and not participating in discussions (this includes being unable to answer questions reviewing materials covered in classs)
	CLASS ACTIVITY (added or subtracted from 75%)
	Yes
	No

	Completion of BellRinger 
	0/1  
	-1

	Notebook in class and all suggested notes/ diagrams/ information copied into notebook during class
	0
	-1

	Writing utensils and all materials required are brought to class, materials and equipment are cleaned and returned, area is left neat
	0
	-1

	Participating in discussion, answering questions appropriately when called upon, and asking questions when uncertain 
	1
	-1

	Following classroom procedures/ listening to directions
	0
	-1


Homework: will be checked each day assigned. When assigned, the information will be posted in the classroom and online. Homework  is either full credit or zero . There will be no partial credit for homework assignments. If a student does not understand the homework or can not find the answer, the student must write out the complete question on an index card and have it with the homework when checked. Any homework submitted beyond the deadline will not be accepted. 
Final Exam:ALL STUDENTS are required to take a cumulative final that will be counted as 20% of their final Biology grade. There are no exceptions!
STATE ASSESSMENT

Students in this class will be required to take a state administered exam on May 18, 2011. This will be done in a standardized testing fashion similar to the HSPA. This is a comprehensive exam to assess the student’s proficiency in Biology. Because it is a state exam, it will not be included in the student’s grade. The EOCT is a NJ graduation requirement and is MANDATORY!
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